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In this lesson plan, you will find a short educational
read about dhole family dynamics, dhole prey, and
habitat. The last part of the read goes over
conservation threats.  

There are key vocabulary words in the story and to
help students remember these key words there is a
word search for the students to do. There is also a list
of the vocabulary with definitions for you to go over
with your student(s).    
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Overview
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Dholes are medium-sized wild dogs with long front teeth and a long nose
to help them smell things. They have a red fur coat similar in color to a
fox. They have eyes and ears in the front of their head so they can see
well, and a ridge on top of their head. Dholes have more babies than
wolves and eat mostly meat. They live together in groups, sometimes big
and sometimes small. The group is made up of a mommy and daddy
dhole, along with helper dholes. When the baby dholes grow up, they can
leave the group and start their own families.

Dholes live in tropical jungles, mountains, and marshes. Dholes can live in
many different places, but not deserts. Where a dhole lives is called a
habitat, or its home. Right now, they are found in many countries and are
protected in some places. They use their body and tails to talk to each
other. They also make noises like whistling and growling. When there is
danger, they make a loud noise called a "Tiger Cry" to warn others. Dholes
like to hunt animals that give them a lot of food without too much work,
working as a team they are great hunters. They go after small animals like
hares or rabbits, or medium-sized deer like Sambar and Chital deer.
Sometimes they even hunt large cows called Guar, but they have to be
careful. Dholes are very adaptive and can change to match their habitat
or the food they eat. They also have learned to live alongside two big
cats, tigers and leopards. 

Sometimes humans have problems with dholes, and dholes end up losing
their homes. People are trying to find ways to live peacefully with them.
Dholes also have problems with feral dogs, which used to be pets but
now live outside of protected areas. These dogs can make the dholes sick.
Not many people know about dholes and dholes are endangered, so
World Dhole Day was created to teach people about them. We hope that
people will help dholes by donating money or volunteering at events.
Even talking to people about dholes can help.
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Word Find

ENDANGERED
JUNGLES 
HABITAT

TIGER

TROPICAL
WHISTLE
DHOLE

RED

ADAPTIVE
LEOPARD
HUNTER

DEER
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Endangered (adj) - threatened with extinction.
Jungles (noun) - a tract overgrown with thickets or masses
of vegetation.
Tropical (adj) -  climate that is frost-free with temperatures
high enough to support year-round plant growth given
sufficient moisture.
Adaptive (adj) - a heritable trait that serves a specific
function and improves an organism's fitness or survival.
Habitat (noun) - the place or environment where a plant or
animal naturally or normally lives and grows.
Dhole (noun) - a wild dog (Cuon alpinus) occurring from
India to southern Siberia that typically hunts in packs and
often preys on large animals.
Tiger (noun) - a large Asian carnivorous mammal (Panthera
tigris) of the cat family having a usually orange coat
transversely striped with black
Deer (noun) - any of various slender-legged, even-toed,
ruminant mammals (family Cervidae, the deer family)
having usually brownish fur and deciduous antlers borne by
the males of nearly all and by the females only of the
caribou.
Red (adj) - color.
Hunter (noun) - A person or animal who hunts other
animals.  

Vocabulary

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/fitness
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/even-toed
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/ruminant#h2

